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The Truth Behind “Your Japanese is Good!”

Various studies have shown that although foreigners who are able to speak conversational Japanese are often complimented with “Your Japanese

1

is good

,if their level of Japanese ability does not meet expectations in the workplace, foreigners are often met with disappointment. We held a

seminar on Friday February 17 2023 to unravel and pinpoint the reason behind this difference in attitude from a Japanese speaker perspective.

W Kodama AKkira President, Arkner / Chen Jia Haut System Engineer, Arknet (From Malaysia)

Coordinator : Matsuoka Youko Professor; International Education Center, Iate University

Panelist and President of Arknet, Kodama
Akira has been actively taking up foreign
workers on internship programs. Despite
being in a day and age where finding
workers is becoming increasingly difficult,
when it comes to actively hiring foreign
workers, Mr. Kodama is still hesitant, having
concerns about whether or not foreign
workers truly understand what he is saying
or not. Even if their Japanese ability is high,
there are still instances of miscommunica-
tion in the workplace. Chen Jia Haur, from
Malaysia, suggests that one of the reasons
for this is because of the difference between
textbook Japanese and the Japanese used in
the workplace. At the same time, he also
acknowledges that it is difficult for Japanese
people to adjust their level of Japanese to

plain Japanese that foreigners would be able

to understand.

Professor Matsuoka Youko pointed out
that the cause of miscommunication isn’t
always because of language ability. In
addition to language ability, barriers are
created by customs, experience and genera-
tional differences. Characteristics of the
Japanese language such as missing subject
matters and not being direct with conclu-
sions creates further barriers in communica-
tion in Japan.

Because of this, Haur believes it is
important to never give up trying and to
convey by any and all means possible.
Kodama believes that the Japanese side
should also work to make communication
smoother by changing the way they speak
and the order of words, as well as using

non-verbal communication such as gestures,

“HIBRAEL T NEER

pictures and diagrams. During the seminar,
the notes and diagrams Haur drew to
explain things to Kodama were shown to
the participants, demonstrating the passion
and effort Haur puts in to communicate
with Kodama.

When foreigners learn Japanese and
reach the level of Japanese where they are
able to use set phrases well in greetings and
everyday conversation, Japanese people end
up thinking that they are able to understand
anything. This seminar served as a reminder
that one of the most important things for
better communication between Japanese
and foreigners is not to make assumptions
about level of understanding and neglect
the process of checking what has been
conveyed, how much has been conveyed

and communicating effectively.
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Canada is a country of immigrants, so many have
brought their home remedies from their original coun-
tries. However, the original indigenous people of
Canada long ago learned to use the sap, bark, and
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Salted Preserved Kumquats

Salted preserved kumquats are, as the name suggests,
kumquats preserved in salt and are commonly known
to be a home remedy for sore throats, coughing and
hoarse voices that stem from cold symptoms. Every

RERDIFTHELLD !

comparing each country with one topic!

needles of the spruce tree to make medicines for a host
of ailments. The sap was used as a poultice for wounds
and infections, and the needles were boiled into a tea to
treat colds and coughs, and even to cure scurvy afflict-
ing the early European sailors arriving in North America.
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year, many Cantonese families make these and it is
said that the longer you let them preserve, the more
potent the medicinal qualities become. Any time we
show signs of illness such as cold, coughing or even a
tickle in the throat, we take out a few kumquats and
mix it with water. Drinking the resulting tea is effective
in soothing coughing and reducing phlegm buildup.
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Let's find out the differences and similarities of each culture by
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In Vietnam, we often stick pieces of orange peel under-
neath our nostrils before riding buses or cars to prevent
motion sickness. One of the biggest causes of motion
sickness is smell. The gentle aroma of the orange peel
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In South Korea, it is said that the best remedy for
indigestion or an upset stomach is to prick your thumb
with a needle. This is because in South Korea, if you have
indigestion or an upset stomach, there are a series of
home remedies which involve slapping your back a few
times, massaging your arms, and kneading the palms of
your hands before pricking your finger with a needle to
release blood. We often hear stories of South Koreans

overrides the distinctive odor of buses and cars, and
therefore prevents motion sickness. While this is normal
in Vietnam, visitors to the country often are surprised
and laugh at this sight.
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who, when they had indigestion as children, were scared
when they saw their grandmothers heading towards
them with a needle, but after seeing the blackish blood
come out of their fingertip, strangely enough felt
instantly better. In traditional Chinese medicine, black
blood is known as blood stasis and is often the cause of
many different illnesses. While there is no scientific
evidence behind this remedy, the fact that many people
still practice this method to this day suggests that it is
very effective.
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Hiraizumi International Exchange Association
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very year, our association picks a country to introduce
its culture, traditional performing arts, sports and
cuisine in our “Let’s Learn about That Country” series, in order

to promote international understanding.

In 2022, we picked Ukraine, where many civilians, including
children, have suffered greatly as a result of Russia's military
invasion. Wanting to help in any way possible, our association
set up a donation box at the Hiraizumi Mizukake Festival

(Water Spraying Festival) last July and held a charity concert on
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Sunday, February 12th 2023. We invited Kateryna, a
Ukrainian who performed and introduced Ukraine at the 13th
edition of the “Let’s Learn about That Country” series. She
performed the same song she performed 7 years ago at the

charity concert.

Tickets were 2,000 yen per person and all proceeds have
been donated to the Ukrainian embassy. Our association, in
conjunction with the Iwate International Association, covered
the costs of the concert. As the Hiraizumi International
Association, it was a great pleasure to be able to donate the

funds raised at the concert that was attended by 170 people.
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